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Dear Slime- 
Masters, 
Bat-Thing 

rules! Out of all 
the swamp-muck, 
gloom-and-doom, 
eco-paranoia, bio- 
tech-experiment- 
gone-awry, misun- 
derstood monster 
comics around, 
this one sort of 
stands out from 
the pack like an unpretentious 
panelist at a comic-book conven- 
tion. | especially liked the storyline 
about the two-headed dog and the 
little blind girl! Wow! More con- 
centrated weirdness like that and 
you'll have a dedicated reader for 
life! | am confused about one 
thing: Isn't swamp muck really 
dense and heavy? Like, isn’t it 
heavier than water? If Bat-Thing 
is so dense and heavy, how does 
he manage to fly? 

Ernst Stavro Blumenfeld 

Avalon, Miss. 


Bat-Thing’s swamp-muck- 
transformed tissue is filled with 
minute air pockets. Think of it as 
whipped protoplasm. 


Dear Editorial People, 
1am very upset. How can you 

take the genius creation of Marv 
Wein and Bernie Ploog and let a 
hack like Larry Hama trample it 
into the muck? | was aghast when 
you let him take over DARK CLAW. 
| stopped buying a book that | had 
a complete run of, including the 
hard-to-find G. Waldo Emerson and 
Nelson Bridwell issues! | know 
that a lot of older readers cut their 
teeth on Hama’s “Sgt. Fury and 
the Combat-Happy Joes of Easy 
Company,” but thatwas fifteen 
years ago! Besides, Hamais a 
notorious self-professed anti-conti- 
nuity freak! A regular RET-CON 
RANGER! What this book needs 
is more attention to minutiae. 
Remember what Mies Van Der 
Rohe said about details! 

Eamon Goldstein 

Toronto, Ontario 


Golly, Eamon, you sure do have 
a lot of opinions, don’t you? 


Dear Bat-Thing, 
| wish | was like you and didn't 
have a central nervous system. 
Then | wouldn't be depressed so 
much and have such disturbing 
thoughts all the time. If only | had 
a body made out of swamp muck 
and | could fly! | would soar 
above this horrible, unfair world 
and be free, like some great drip- 
ping bird. Oh, and then, if | was 
like you, | would have a touch that 
oozed sulfuric acid and people 
who feared me would burn up and 
sizzle into charred cinders! Then, | 
would stand there, emotionless, 
over their pitiful, smoking remains 
and think deep thoughts about the 
meaninglessness of our existence. 
Cletus Arkham 
Ravencroft, NH 
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Dear Swamp Suckers, 

| wrote a song about Bat-Thing. 
Here it is: 

Bat-Thing is the baddest dude; 

He's ultra-nasty and he's rude. 

When he’s flying in the air 

He might get into your hair. 

Don't go messin’ with his head; 

He'll burn you up and make you 
dead. 

How’s that? It's not as long or 
as jumpin’as the one | wrote 
about Dark Claw, but it’s got a real 
‘tude goin’, you know? 

Tshonge Arbuthnot 
Cleveland, Ohio 


What can we 
say? We are 
always delighted 
to tear open an 
envelope and find 
more ragin’ 
rhymes from 
Tshonge! 


Dear Editor, 
|am curious about the dark 
direction the storyline is taking. 
Bingle-Burry the Two-Headed Dog 
and Alicia Murdock, the little blind 
girl, are such bizarre, complex 
characters to be appearing ina 
regular comic book. What is going 
through Larry Hama’s mind? And 
the drawings by Rodolfo Damaggio 
were simply stunning! How do 
these characters fit into the 
Amalgam universe and continuity? 
Have they appeared in other books 
that | don’t know about? Are they 
coming back? Is Alicia a mutant? 
How does she walk through walls 
if she isn’t? How did Bingle-Burry 
learn to speak Serbo-Croatian? | 
know these are a lot of questions, 
but | really do want to know! 
Samantha Kumbat 
BROOKLYN, CA 


Bingle-Burry and Alicia have 
both appeared in STRANGE 
JOURNEYS INTO MYSTERY as a 
backup feature to Dr. Strange- 
Fate before he got his own title 
back in the sixties. You can find 
out more about them in the 
upcoming special issue where 
they meet Howard the Mxztplx! 

—Larry Hama 


NEXT ISSUE: Batty meets the loqua- 
cious Lobo the Duck. Be here, 


believer! 


Cover Credits: Rodolfo Damaggio, pencils; 
Bill Sienkiewicz, inks; 
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